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PASTOR’S NOTE
As I said at the end of January, my first six months
here were focused on getting to know everyone, and
becoming familiar with “how we do things ‘round
here.” These next six months, I’m focusing on listening
to you all, “hearing” where we might go next. This
listening time is vital in forging a vision which all can
share.
So often, we see leaders who set vision based on
how they’ve done things in previous situations. They
presume what worked there will work here. In practice,
that rarely goes well. What works in one time and
place, doesn’t often work well with different groups
and circumstances. Each congregation—each body of
Christ—is unique, under the One Head. The best
leaders learn to hear the yearnings of the group and
find the often-unspoken desire of the groups’ heart. So,
I’m listening.

that we do, and God does too.
You probably know the old adage, “you can never
go back.” And maybe you’ve experienced the truth of
it. When we try go back to a place we were before—a
previous home, a previous relationship,
a previous lifestyle—we find that things have changed.
Circumstances that made the “old place” what it was
changed, and so have we. Trying to put it back the way
it was is harder than moving on.

So it is with the church. When worship and giving
take a down turn, it often seems like the easiest thing to
do is bring back the people who used to come. But we
cannot go back. As Vincent Donovan notes, have to
create a new place where we can find new life together.
That new place may bring back those who’ve gone
away, but it will be created by being a place for new
people. This is the central idea behind the UMC’s New
Success as a church is a team effort. It takes leaders Spaces, New Faces campaign.
on many levels. Leaders to organize. Leaders to
We need to go to new places to reach the 80% who
administer. Leaders who bring creativity. Leaders to
are disconnected from the church. This will take
deliver specific projects. Leaders to teach. Leaders who commitment and leadership: commitment to finding
feed. Leaders who visit. Leaders who listen. All of it
new ways to reach people, and leadership in
requires intentionality and commitment, making our
implementing those ideas. Then it will take
contributions to the church a priority. Only then can all commitment to maintain those programs and keep it all
parts of the church can rely upon one another.
going. But that is what our Christian commitment to
If you have accepted a position on a committee or
ministry team in our church, thank you! Your position
is vital to our success as a church. Whether you serve
as chair of a committee or just help out for an event,
you’re contribution is important to building up the
body of Christ. (Theresa has placed a list of our
committee members and chairpersons on the bulletin
board.)

disciple-making is all about.

In the good ol’ days, getting people to come to
church was the objective. But in the good ol’ days,
80% of people
“We must not try to call others back to
went to
where they were, and we must not try to
church. The
call them to where we are (beautiful as
church was
that place might seem to us). Rather, we
central to life must have the courage to go to a place
in the
that neither you nor they have ever been
before."
community.
Vincent Donovan, author
These days,
that’s no longer the case: only 20% of people are
involved in church. Therefore, getting folks to come to
church can no longer be our objective. Instead, we
need to find ways to go to the 80% of the people who
no longer think God or church matter and show them

nature is their “church.” Maybe they think watching
church on TV is close enough to being part of a
church. Maybe they’ve been hurt by a church or blame
God for something they seem as injustice in their lives.
Whatever the issue, they will only come to church if
we can show them that church is different than they
remember. They will only come if we can show them
the reality of God’s truth, grace and love. And to show
them, we have to go to them.

Eventually, our new disciples will join us on the
journey. And we will help them step up into
leadership, starting programs to replace and expand the
ones we began. Handing over the reins of leadership to
them, and moving our efforts to new ministries, or
“retiring” to the relative peace of mentoring and
coaching our new leaders. It will take commitment and
Most everyone I’ve talked to agrees we need to
effort, but if we do it right, our efforts will take on a life
grow as a church. On a practical level, we need to keep of their own, and will grow beyond our initial vision.
the church on solid financial ground. But more so, we
Who are these people we need to reach? Maybe
recognize our Christian mission go “go and make
they’ve just gotten lazy and developed routines that
disciples”: it is the task Jesus gave us all! To grow the keep them from re-connecting to church. Maybe
church, we have to make disciples.
they’ve fallen under the illusion that being out in
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This is the
essence of disciplemaking: showing
people the reality of
God’s love and

“If we focus on growing the church,
we will rarely make disciples.
But if we focus on making disciples,
we will always grow the church.”
Mike Breen, 3DM ministries

PASTOR’S NOTE CONTINUED…..
grace, and moving them to a place where they can explore and become convicted of God’s truth. It ALWAYS
begins with love and grace. Until people are convinced of God’s love and grace, revealed in us, they will be
resistant to truth, especially truth that challenges their world-view.
Who are the unchurched in our community? Who are the lapsed? Who are the hurt, dis-illusioned, and “dechurched”? Where do they gather? What priorities and values drive their lives? How do we connect to their
priorities and values to help them see their need for God? These are the questions that will drive us toward a new
vision for our church.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Jon

STATS FOR MARCH 2019
Date:

Attendance:

Offering:

March 03

37

$2,225.00

March 10

37

$2,683.00

March 17

40

$1,396.00

March 24

35

$2, 283.00

March 31

33

$846.00

182

$9,433.00

Totals

(up 14% from last month)
Monthly Average

36

$1,887.00

2019 Actual to budget = 74%
2019 Year to Date Average Attendance = 43 (down 12%!)
2018 Year to Date Average Attendance = 49
2017 Yearly Average Attendance = 55

VOLUNTEER RESPONSIBILITY SCHEDULE
Date

Reader

Greeters

Cleaning

April 02

Theresa Gentry Raymon Wood & Theresa Gentry

Carolyn Wood & Margaret O’Brien

April 14

Dawna Vann

Charles Edwards & Virginia Gafken Jewell Dill & Vivian Brim

April 21

Leann Baber

Carolyn Hawk & Margaret O’Brien

Theresa Gentry & Ethel Griffith

April 28

Vicki Smith

Jennie Mann & Gayle Edwards

Liz Johnson

Ushers for the Month of April: Jerry Cody & Tony Vann

Palm Sunday
April 14—11:00 am
The new King enters Jerusalem
with celebration and hope!
3

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES IN OUR CHURCH
Submitted by Leann Baber, Missions Chairperson
BACKPACK/FAMILY BAG PROGRAM
The intention of the backpack/family bag program is to provide additional food to ensure children
have enough food through the week/weekends. In order to qualify for our program, the children must
qualify for free lunch and breakfast through Forestburg ISD. The Mission Committee shops and
purchases all items that are provided in the Backpacks/Family Bags. Currently, Leann Baber, shops and
stocks all the items in our Backpack room. An expense report is submitted, and reimbursement is made.
BOWIE MISSION
Monthly, we ask for donations of canned goods and nonperishable food items to be placed into the
pantry in the Church office. The items may be provided to those in need who stop by our Church
requesting assistance. The remaining items are boxed up and transported to the Bowie Mission in
Bowie. Please make sure the items are within the “Best by Date”. We want to make sure we are
donating goods that are usable. Those that are out of date should be discarded and not donated. Ethel
Griffith is our Bowie Mission donation coordinator.
CHRISTMAS IN JULY
The past two years we have failed to observe our Christmas in July. This program collects socks
during the month of July benefiting the United Methodist Home for Children in Waco. This an area
where we believe our participation is beneficial and would like to restart. Socks of all sizes from infant to
adult are donated and displayed on our small Christmas Tree in the Sanctuary. Leann Baber will be
your contact for this program.
CHRISTMAS BASKETS
During the holiday season we provide baskets of holiday foods and goodies to area shut-ins. Several
members of our congregation make personal donations to these baskets. Remaining items are purchased
by the Mission Committee and reimbursed. The assembly of the baskets, wrapped with cellophane and
decorated with bows is open to all volunteers who are very
appreciated. If you know of a shut-in that you would like to bless,
please provide their name and address to one of the Mission
Committee members. Ethel Griffith and Leann Baber are the current
Mission Committee members who head up this program.

Maundy Thursday
April 18—7:00 pm
Reflections on Jesus last
7 words from the cross.

Easter Sunday
April 21—11:00 am
10 am — Easter Breakfast Hour
11 am — Easter Worship
12 pm — Easter Egg Hunt for Kids
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Easter Lilies
We will be ordering Easter Lilies for our Easter Service soon.
If you would like to order a Lily in honor or in memory of someone,
please fill out the following form and return it to the church office
by April 10.
The Lilies will be displayed in the Church on Easter morning,
and available to take home after the service.
There will be an Easter bulletin insert listing:
•
•
•

Who purchased the Lily.

In whose name the Lily was purchased.

If the Lily was purchased in memory or honor of those people.
Cost of each Lily is $15.00

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*To assure proper spelling of names please print.
**Please fill out one purchase information per each Lily.

Order Form #1
Name(s) of each person(s) purchasing Lily:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of person(s) Lily is given in:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lily is given in (circle one):
Memory of

Or

Honor of

···································································································································································
Order Form #2
Name(s) of each person(s) purchasing Lily:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name(s) of person(s) Lily is given in:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lily is given in (circle one):
Memory of

Or

Honor of

···································································································································································
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PLEASE HELP A CHILD ATTEND CHURCH CAMP
It's that time of year again! We are making plans
for summer camps at the Bridgeport Untied Methodist
Church Camps. Three kids (Houston Johnson,
Abby Carter, and Presley Brown) have reserved their
places. They are planning on attending church camp
from June 10th-14th. But, just like everything else,
camps are not as cheap as they once were. The cost of
sending a child to camp is $375 minus the $50
registration fee (which the parents have already paid),
just for the camp and meals. The balance due for each
child is $325. SO! If you can help with any
contribution, it would certainly be appreciated

Or contact the church office with your contribution.
Thank you for investing in the future of our
children.

A donation can be made during the offering each
Sunday (Be sure to mark in the memo of your check
that it is for Church Camp or place the contribution
in a separate envelope marked “Church Camp.”)

Houston and Abby 2018

April 12

April 22

April 3

April 12

Jana & Kenneth Tipton

Theresa & Dan Gentry

Jason Johnston

Jewell Dill

April 6

April 16

Graham Gentry

Raymon Wood
April 18

Children

April 7
Vicki Smith

Youth

Dani Lynn Vann

Improved Health
Successful Surgery
Healings
Family

April 8

Veterans

Doyle Lynch

Answered Prayers

Friends

April 9

Sunshine

Jagger Vann
April 11

Margaret O’Brien
April 24
Samuel Farrell
April 26
Carolyn Wood
April 30
Abby Carter

Scott Farrell

Natalie’s nephew, Ray

Samuel Davison & Family

Debbie Krumme

Alicia Halliburton & Cody

Arthur Littell

Bill Harvison

Robert Hensell

Trent Tipton

Chance Fox

Margie Hess

Helen Ellzey

Flo Miller

Kincaid Johnson

Our Country

Betty Jerrell

Billy Harman

Our Military

Joanna Cody

Rev. Eddie Montgomery

Our Schools

Lisa Trussel

Travelling mercies for
Jerry & Joanna Cody

The United Methodist Church

Gayle Devoe

Jeff Baker

Family of Jeanette Wagner

Myrt Denham

Wassie & Rosemary Reynolds

Family of Garvin Flowers

Doris Coates

Mary Jo Eldridge

Family of Shannon Wooldridge

Harriett Nauret

Treaver Freeman

Family of Tim Dill

Glen an& Mary Whatley
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EASTER SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP

EASTER EGG HUNT

We will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt
It is the tradition on Easter Sunday to have a
refreshment table set up in the church’s fellowship hall. immediately following the church service on Easter
Everyone is invited to help with the
morning. The blue Easter container has been placed
goodies that will be served during the

in the Fellowship Hall for all that wish to help

fellowship on Easter Sunday morning.

provide plastic eggs and candy. We will need a few
men to volunteer to hide the eggs at the end of the

Thank you.

service, prior to the benediction.

JOIN US!!
Easter Sunday

Immediately following
the church service
For a

HUGE

EASTER EGG HUNT
As we celebrate

Easter
If any news, articles, or
information was printed
incorrectly or left out, it was
done by mistake. Please
accept my apologies.
~ Liz
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