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Come Grow With Us! 

Worship Schedule 

A busy summer is planned for FUMC. 

It will be filled with conferences, VBS, special kids’ activities, picnics, vacations. 

Therefore, 

 a separate July issue of the FUMC newsletter WILL NOT be published. 

Look for the August edition to be out by August 1. 

It is sure to be filled with summer pictures and lots and lots of information. 

Dad’s Hands 

By Mary Fairchild 

Most fathers don’t realize the extent of their influence and how their godly behavior can 

make a lasting impression on their children. In this poem, a child focuses on her father’s strong 

hands to illustrate his character and express how much he has meant to her life. 

Dad's hands were king-size and strong. 

With his hands, he built our home and fixed all the broken things. 

Dad's hands gave generously, served humbly, and loved mom tenderly, 

unselfishly, completely, unendingly. 

With his hand, Dad held me when I was small, steadied me when I stumbled, 

and guided me in the right direction. 

When I needed help, I could always count on Dad's hands. 

Sometimes Dad's hands corrected me, disciplined me, shielded me, rescued me. 

Dad's hands protected me. 

Dad's hand held mine when he walked me down the aisle. 

His hand gave me to my forever love, who, not surprisingly, is very much like Dad. 

Dad's hands were the instruments of his great big, rugged-tender heart. 

Dad's hands were strength. 

Dad's hands were love. 

With his hands he praised God. 

And he prayed to the Father with those big hands. 

Dad's hands. They were like Jesus' hands to me. 

Fairchild, Mary. "8 Christian Father's Day Poems." Learn Religions, Apr. 17, 2019, learnreligions.com/

christian-fathers-day-poems-700672. 

Deadline 

for August 

Newsletter 

is July 26! 
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Sunday Mornings 

Sunday School   

9:30 a.m. 

Coffee & Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays 

Kids’ Klub 

Will Resume Weekly Meetings in September. 

The church newsletter is 

published monthly. 

Pastor Greg Parr 
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940-964-2278 

Church Office Hours 

Tu.—Fri. 
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Hello friends, 

I pray in the name of the Risen and living Christ that you are all doing well.  I also pray that you and your 
families are staying strong in your faith and devotion to our God.  

What a blessing all of this rain is.  I believe it feels as if it has rained the whole month of May.  Here we are now 
at the start of June, which means summer is almost here! 

Summer is a lot shorter than it used to be with school starting back in August.  When I was a kid we got out at 
the end of May and didn’t go back until after Labor Day in September.  We now only have June and July before we 
start getting ready for school to start in mid-August.  It’s kind of ironic really, here we have a shorter summer than 
we used to have and we have now entered into the longest season of the church calendar year, Pentecost. 

Pentecost.  The longest season of the church.  It will take us all the way to the beginning of Advent at the end of 
November.  Pentecost.  A time in which we the church are to be the church to a lost and broken world.  It’s hard to do 
so when all we want to do is go on a vacation.  (I sure hope that you all get to take one this summer.)  But Pentecost 
is such a long season and we tend to get a little bit distracted from the work of the church and understandably so.  So, 
let us enjoy the summer, but let us not forget the mission and ministry of our church. 

There are many exciting things going on in the life of the church and the biggest event we have coming up is our 
VBS on June 27-July 1st.  We are so excited for the opportunity to be here and to help with VBS and look forward to 
seeing not only the children but how God will move among us giving us the strength we need to provide a wonderful 
experience with the kids.  So, please share this info with your family, friends and neighbors and tell them we’d love 
to have their children join us! 

Now, back to Pentecost.  The church has many seasons and on one half of the year we go through Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent and Easter and all of these seasons tell us the story of Jesus.  We go from his birth until 
his death and resurrection.  But in Pentecost, the story switches to the church’s story!  Pentecost is about the church 
and how we as the church are to go out and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  We 
are to take what we have learned about Jesus and go and share the gospel with those who need to hear it.  It is our 
time to proclaim the ‘good news’ to a lost and broken world.  We are to be just as the apostles were, dedicated to the 
church and the work that the church entails and the main part of which includes us as disciples sharing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Pentecost is a call to discipleship and we must go and serve Christ by telling others about him. 

So, during these next few months of summer ask yourself, “What can I do to answer my call to discipleship?  
How can I serve others?  How can I help lead people to Christ?” 

It’s hard, I know.  Just start with asking a friend or neighbor to come to church with you.  Or maybe pick up the 
phone and call someone that you haven’t seen in church in a while and check on them and invite them to return.  Call 
our shut-ins, our homebound, they’d love to hear from you!   

After Jesus’ death on the cross, the disciples were lost and confused and scared.  They didn’t know what to do.  
It wasn’t until Christ appeared to them after his resurrection that they then would realize what he had been telling 
them that they would be doing all along.  They were to start the church.  They were to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and they did so first in Jerusalem and then to the world.  So we must do the same.  We must do all we can to 
share the gospel with our friends, our family, and here in our precious community of Forestburg.  

Don’t look at the season of Pentecost as being a down time or time off from your calling of discipleship, instead 
let it be a season that we as a church reflect what it means to truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  By doing so, 
together, we can continue on with the building of God’s kingdom here on earth. 

Enjoy the summer!  Go and do fun things with your family and friends, and while you are out there, look for an 
opportunity to serve the church.  We can do both.  It doesn’t have to be one way or another.  Summer is short, so 
enjoy it and praise God and give Christ all the glory! 

Take care of yourself and stay healthy.  

I pray that the Lord blesses you and keeps you, that His face shines upon you and gives you peace.  I look 
forward to seeing you in church on Sunday. 

You are loved.  Go in grace and love your neighbor, sharing the “Good News” of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Greg 

“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”  Galatians 2:20 



God works through fathers to impact their children and families.  How is he working through you? 

“For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the 

LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised 

him.” [Genesis 18:19 ESV] 

 Submitted by Liz Johnson 
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Upcoming Events and Meetings 

Food for Thought…. 

June 1-14                                         Diaper Drive  

 More information included elsewhere in this newsletter. 

June 1 

 Community Game Day with Lunch ..................................................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

June 4 

 Kids’ Klub Outing  (Gainesville Zoo & Park with Pizza) ..................................................................... 9:00 a.m. 

June 9 

 VBS Planning Meeting .......................................................................................................................... 6:30 p.m. 

June 13-15 

 North Texas Annual Conference (Virtual) 

June 13 

 Laity Session 

June 15 

 Community Game Day with Lunch ..................................................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

June 20    “Donuts for Dad”           Happy Father’s Day 

 During fellowship time ........................................................................................................................ 10:30  a.m. 

Sunday, June 27—Thursday, July 1 

 Vacation Bible School ............................................................................................................. 6:00—8:30 p.m. 

June 29 

 Community Game Day with Lunch ..................................................................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Month of July                                      “Christmas in July”   

 More information included elsewhere in this newsletter 

July 4                                                  Independence Day  “God Bless America!” 

July 5-9 

 Bridgeport Junior High Summer Church Camp.  Houston & Presley Attending. 

July 6 

 Administrative Council Meeting ........................................................................................................... 6:30 p.m. 

July 12-16 

 Bridgeport Children’s Summer Church Camp.  Josie Attending. 

 Melody will be attending as a counselor. 

July 30 

 Kids’ Klub Outing to Denton (The Trampoline Park) .......................................................................... Tentative 

August 6 

 Kids’ Klub “Back to School” Swimming Party at Doyle & Vicki’s ............................................................ TBD 

September 8 

 Kids’ Klub Returns to Regular Scheduled Wednesday Evenings .............................................. 5:30—7:00 p.m. 
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Date: Attendance: Offering: 

May 02 41 $2,618.00 

May 09 37 $1,675.00 

May 16 33 $696.00 

May 23 32 $1,182.00 

May 30 35 2,965.76 

May Totals  $9,136.75* 

*General Funds Only 

June 6 47 $2,682.00** 

 

**The complete June statistics will be reported in the August issue. 

May/June (to date) Statistics 

When:  Sunday, June 27— Thursday, July 1 

Time:  6:00—8:30 nightly 

Who is invited:  Children PK—5th Grade 

Where:  Forestburg United Methodist Church 

What to Expect:  Fun, Fun, & More Fun 

(Bible Stories, Songs, Games, Crafts, Snacks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS T-Shirts 

The children that attend VBS will receive a VBS 

t-shirt compliments of the church.  If you, an adult, 

would like one to wear during the VBS week or to 

help promote VBS, t-shirts can be purchased for $10.  

In addition, if you would like to give a donation to help 

off-set the cost of the children’s t-shirts that would be 

appreciated, as well.  Please notify the church office, 

Savanah Johnson or Melody Parr for more information 

if needed or to purchase a t-shirt and/or to give a 

donation.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 

Join Us For Vacation Bible School! 

Volunteer Responsibility Schedules for June & July 

Date Reader Cleaning 

June 06 Jerry Cody Liz Johnson 

June 13 Virginia Gafken Marjorie Hess 

June 20 Savanah Johnson Virginia Lynch 

June 27 Dan Gentry Gayle Edwards & Dawna Vann 

 June Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Garrett Johnson 

July 4 Liz Johnson Carolyn Wood & Margaret O’Brien 

July 11 Vicki Smith Jewell Dill 

July 18 Melody Parr Theresa Gentry & Ethel Griffith 

July 25 Dawna Vann Liz Johnson 

 July Users:  Jerry Cody & Raymon Wood 
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Always remember that children are a blessing from God. 

Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a 

warrior are the children of one’s youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to 

shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. [Psalms 127:3-5 ESV] Submitted by Liz Johnson 

On May 14 we honored the graduating senior of Forestburg High School with a breakfast.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Greg shared some words of wisdom. 

Recognizing Our High School Seniors 

Honoring Forestburg ISD Graduating Seniors 

On Sunday, May 16 we celebrated our high school graduating seniors.  Daniel White and Sarah Rose St. John 

were blessed and given a Bible as they graduate into the next phase of their lives.  They each were given a 

scholarship to be used toward tuition of a college or trade school of their choice.  (Sarah Rose was unable to attend.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish them the brightest of futures! 

Diaper Drive 

 We are seeking diaper donations of any size but with emphasis on the larger sizes.  They can be dropped off 

from M-F at the church and will be collected daily.  You can also bring them to church with you on Sunday 

mornings.  Please share this info with your family and friends for it is a valuable ministry to our local charities and 

will be greatly appreciated I know.  Thank you for your love of children. ~ Pastor Greg 

    During the month of July we will be collecting socks for the children at the 

Methodist Children's' Home in Waco.  This is our annual Mission Drive, 

“Christmas in July”  All sizes and all types of socks for both male and female are 

needed.  Please remember that some of these are teenage children and wear adult 

sized socks.  We will continue the sock drive throughout the month of 

July.  Thank you for supporting both your church at home and the missions outside. 

Christmas in July 



June 2 

Judy Farrell 

June 11 

Sol Martinez 

June 18 

Amanda Miksovsky 

June 21 

Jerry Cody 

J T Gregg 

June 22 

Joyce Kenas 

June 23 

Robert Hensell 

June 24 

Debra Dill 

June 26 

Jacque Hensell 

Carson Ronken Quibell 

June 27 

Pastor Greg Parr 

June 28 

Dana Farrell 

July 11 

Tatum Jones 

July 16 

Genna Parr 

July 18 

Theresa Gentry 

July 30 

Beth Dill 

June 10 

Dixie & Chad Gregg 

June 29 

Beth & Charles Dill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2 

Rosemary & Wassie 

Reynolds 

July 9 

Vicki & Doyle Smith 

July 15 

Sheree & Jim Bob 

Roberts 

The Blessings of Visitors 

New Employment 

Blessings of Healings & Answered Prayers 

Jimmy Rainey 

Darrell Stevens 

Misty McMullen 

Jana Tipton 

Liz Sharp 

Dan Reeves 

Dale Shults 

Gayle Edwards 

Ed Coredero 

Curtis Bartel 

Reese Landers 

Doyle Lynch 

Gordy Lynch 

Millie Wright 

Carolyn Steil 

Sierra Jones 

Kenneth Lynch 

Debbie Reynolds 

Toni Andel 

Jeanie Reasure 

Bobby Freeman 

Lisa Trussell 

Pat Parr 

Veronica Greanead 

Karen Martinez 

Sheree & Jim Bob Roberts 

Family of Sam Davidson 

(Helen Ellzey’s great 

grandson) 

Manning Family 

Elliston Family 

Linda Hudspeth 

Kenny’s nephew, Noah 

Stephanie Hughes 

Family of Glenn Whatley 

Family of Kodie Outlaw 

Family of Jennifer Shaffer 

Family of Ricky Henderson 

Family of Wilma May Cissna 

 

Don & Judy Farrell 

Helen Ellzey 

Harriet Nauert 

Rosemary Reynolds 

Mary Whatley 

Jim Gafken 

Jacque & Robert Hensell 

Skip Mann 

Betty Dunn 

Carolyn Hawk 
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If any news, articles, or information was printed incorrectly or left out, it 

was done by mistake.  Please accept my apologies.                                            

      ~ Liz  

Forestburg United Methodist Church 
16846 FM 455 
P. O. Box 374 
Forestburg, TX  76239 
 

 

Kids’ Klub ~ Frank Buck Zoo/Gainesville Park 

After last summer of not getting to go and do anything because of COVID, our Kids' Klub had their first summer 

outing. They went to the Frank Buck Zoo and Gainesville Park with pizza for lunch. Twenty-one kiddos and nine 

adults went on Friday. Everyone had a great time. 

Thank you to all that went and to all who support this very important mission of our church. Because without 

kiddos, Forestburg UMC (or any church) would not have a future. Blessings to all. 

Our next adventure is Vacation Bible School which is scheduled June 27- July 1. Thank you to Melody and 

Theresa for taking and sharing pictures.  


